
Following is a message that has been sent out from the Medical Society of the State of New York regarding medical liability reform.
  
We encourage all NYSPA members to take action and contact your legislators through the MSSNY Grassroots Action Center (details below).
 
 
Physician Action Needed to Enact Medical Liability Reform!  
 
All physicians are urged to immediately contact their state legislators in support of the medical liability reform recommendations contained within the Governor's Medicaid Redesign Team Report. The Governor has added these provisions to his proposed Budget, but trial lawyers and certain consumer groups are pressuring the Assembly and Senate to delete these provisions. 
 
Proposed liability reforms include a $250,000 cap on non-economic damages, a medical indemnity fund for neurologically impaired infants, disclosure of expert witnesses, and certificate of merit reforms. These reforms could produce an almost 25% reduction in medical liability premiums.  
 
Immediate physician action is essential to assure these provisions are enacted into law. All physicians are urged to call and write their legislators to urge their support for these needed reforms. 

 
Physicians can send a letter from the MSSNY Grassroots Action Center by clicking   here 
 http://www.capwiz.com/mssny/issues/alert/?alertid=23829501&type=ML and call their legislators at the numbers listed below.   
 
Wherever possible, physicians should also attempt to arrange personal meetings with their local legislators, media and other community organizations.  Recognizing strong hospital support for these reforms, physicians should attempt to coordinate such meetings with local hospital leadership.  

Make no mistake - the opposition to these needed reforms from the trial bar and their allies is fierce. The current situation in Albany, however, presents an almost unprecedented opportunity to achieve tort reform. We can do this, however, only if all 
physicians become engaged in the effort in a very significant way. 
 
Please act now to make liability reform a reality!
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