
ELECTRONIC PRESCRIBING (eRx) UPDATE FOR 2011
 

Updates to the Medicare eRx incentive program for 2011 focused primarily on the imposition of 

penalties (starting in 2012) for providers who do not engage in electronic prescribing during 

2011.  

 

eRx Incentive Program in General
 

►       To be a successful electronic prescriber, providers must report the below  G-code at least 25 times during the reporting period.  

 

G8553:  At least one prescription created during the encounter was generated and transmitted electronically using a qualified eRx system  

 

►       The provider's allowed Part B charges for the applicable CPT codes must be equal to at least 10% of the prescriber's total Part B allowed charges for the year.  

 

►       The G-code should be reported as an additional line item on the same claim form as the CPT code, for the same beneficiary, same date of service, with $0.00 or other nominal amount as the line item charge. 

 

Penalties for 2012
 

Starting in 2012, providers who do not engage in electronic prescribing in 2011 will be subject to 

a 1% reduction in their fee schedule.  

 

In order to avoid the payment adjustment slated for 2012, a Medicare provider must meet one of 

the following criteria: 

 

►       Become a successful electronic prescriber and report the measure G8553 for at least 10 unique eRx events between January 1, 2011 and June 30, 2011.

 

►       If the provider's allowed charges for the eligible CPT codes (see below for list of CPT codes eligible for the measure) from January 1, 2011 through June 30, 2011, comprise less than 10% of the provider's total allowed charges for that same period.  

 

►       Be eligible for and report one of the new hardship codes:

 

           G8642:  The eligible professional practices in a rural area without sufficient high speed internet access 

 

           G8643:  The eligible professional practices in an area without sufficient available pharmacies for electronic prescribing.

 

►       If the provider does not have prescribing privileges, report new G-code G8644 at least once on an eligible claim prior to June 30, 2011.

 
           Refresher on Electronic Prescribing 
 

1.         Medicare providers who are successful e-prescribers can receive financial incentives of up to 2.0% of their fee schedule for 2010, 1.0% for 2011-2012 and 0.5% for 2013.

 

2.         Providers who do not engage in e-prescribing will be subject to a 1.0% reduction in their fee schedule starting in 2012, a 1.5% reduction in 2013, and a 2.0% reduction in 2014 and subsequent years.  

 

3.         In order to transmit prescriptions electronically, providers must use qualified electronic prescribing software, which requires a reliable, high-speed Internet connection.

 

4.        Providers can receive free e-prescribing software from the National ePrescribing Patient               Safety Initiative.  Visit www.nationalerx.com to register and get started.  

 

5.        The following is a list of all CPT codes relevant to psychiatrists that are eligible for the 2011 electronic prescribing measure:

 

Psychiatry Codes                      Evaluation & Management Codes
 

90801              90806              99201              99211              99241  

90802              90807              99202              99212              99242

90804              90808              99203              99213              99243

90805              90809              99204              99214              99244

          90862                                    99205              99215              99245

                                                       99304              99305              99306  

                                                       99307              99308              99309

                                                       99310              99315              99316

                                                       99324              99325              99326

                                                       99327              99328              99334

                                                       99335              99336              99337

                                                       99341              99342              99343

                                                       99344              99345              99347

                                                       99348              99349              99350

 

 

For additional information on the Medicare eRx incentive program and electronic prescribing in general, please see the NYSPA Medicare E-prescribing Incentive Program Guidance Document and the E-Prescribing 2010 Update, both available at www.nyspsych.org.
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