
Following is a message that has been sent out from the Medical Society of the State of New York regarding two scope of practice bills.
  
We encourage all NYSPA members to take action and contact your State Senator (details below).
 
ACTION NEEDED - DENTAL AND NATUROPATH BILLS ON SENATE HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE AGENDA FOR TUESDAY, MAY 17
 
PLEASE URGE ALL PHYSICIANS TO CALL THEIR STATE SENATOR TO OPPOSE THE BILLS BELOW.  THEY ARE BOTH ON THE SENATE HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE AGENDA FOR TUESDAY, MAY 17.  
 
DENTAL SCOPE OF PRACTICE BILL ON SENATE AGENDA  S.3059 (Libous, Klein, Maziarz) / A.2820 (Morelle), a bill that would permit oral and maxillofacial surgeons to perform a wide range of medical surgical procedures involving the hard or soft tissues of the oral and maxillofacial area, including many cosmetic surgery procedures, is on the Senate Higher Education Committee agenda for Tuesday, May 17.  MSSNY has long opposed this bill, and is supported in its opposition by the American Medical Association, the American Society of Plastic Surgeons, the American Academy of Otolaryngologists - Head and Neck Surgery, the American Academy of Dermatology, the American College of Surgeons, the American Academy of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, the New York Chapter of the American College of Physicians, the American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists - District II, the New York Ophthalmological Society, the New York State Society of Orthopaedic Surgeons, and the New York Chapter of the American College of Surgeons.  Physicians are urged to call your Senator immediately to oppose this bill at 518-455-2800.
 
NATUROPATH LICENSURE BILL ON SENATE AGENDA  S.1803 (LaValle) / A.1937 (Hoyt), a bill that would license naturopaths and allow them to prescribe, administer, diagnose, and treat patients is on the Senate Higher Education Committee agenda for Tuesday, May 17.  The bill authorizes the use of the title "naturopathic doctor" or "doctor of naturopathic medicine", which will mislead the public and convey that the naturopathic practitioner is, in fact, the equivalent of a licensed physician.  The legislation does not require disclosures that the naturopath is not practicing medicine and that the services provided will not automatically be covered by health insurance.  MSSNY continues to oppose this bill and urges that physicians call their Senator immediately to express their opposition to it at 518-455-2800
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